
   
 

   
 

407 ETR and the Canadian Wildlife Federation working to restore the 
equivalent of 22 football fields of land to enhance monarch butterfly 
and pollinator habitats along roadsides in the GTHA 
With the growing urgency of the climate crisis, 407 ETR is putting a greater emphasis on 
biodiversity, and supporting organizations focused on enhancing and protecting Ontario’s green 
spaces  
 
TORONTO – March 20, 2023 – 407 ETR and Canadian Wildlife Federation (CWF) are teaming up to help 
bend the curve on biodiversity loss in Canada by restoring critical pollinator habitats for monarch 
butterflies, bees, hummingbirds and other pollinator species in municipalities surrounding the Highway 
407 ETR corridor. 407 ETR’s funding will support the restoration of 12 hectares – the equivalent of 
roughly 22 football fields – along the monarch butterfly migration route that closely follows the roadway 
of Highway 407 ETR. 
 
"Human interventions have caused significant declines in pollinator populations across North America, 
and these species are critical for our ecosystems. A third of the food we eat is created by pollinators and 
they sustain so much of the native plants and habitats that we depend on,” says Carolyn Callaghan, 
CWF’s senior conservation biologist for terrestrial ecosystems. “The path we’re on needs to improve and 
Corporate Canada plays a part in facilitating lasting, sustainable and meaningful change. We’re excited 
to see organizations like 407 ETR partner with us to help halt and reverse the decline in biodiversity.” 
 
When conditions are suitable, the land area surrounding roadways, technically referred to as rights-of-
way, can provide important habitat for monarch butterflies and other pollinators. “Biodiversity is critical 
for healthy ecosystems. The 108 kilometres that make up Highway 407 ETR are surrounded by native 
plants, wildlife and pollinator species that are essential to our daily lives,” says Javier Tamargo, President 
& CEO at 407 ETR. “We want to be part of the solution and connect Ontario in a way that supports and 
benefits the natural environment. In addition to the work we’re doing to reduce 407 ETR’s 
environmental footprint, we’re evaluating the establishment of a long-term biodiversity vision and 
action plan and investing in organizations protecting and improving Ontario’s natural spaces.” 
 
Fast facts: 

• 407 ETR is proud to embark on a three-year sponsorship with CWF to support their Rights-of-
Way as Habitat Program 

• Through CWF’s work, rights-of-way managers and municipalities across the GTHA will receive 
technical education and learn about best practices in roadside vegetation management to help 
support the recovery of monarchs and benefit thousands of other pollinator species.  

• Best practices include cleaning equipment regularly to minimize the inadvertent spreading of 
seeds of invasive species and reducing the frequency of mowing and herbicide. 

• It takes roughly 3 years to observe the results of habitat restoration efforts 
• There are an estimated 262,000 hectares of roadside in Ontario  
• Insect abundance has declined by 50 to 90% in North America and Europe1 

 
1 Hallmann, C. A., M. Sorg, E. Jongejans, H. Siepel, N. Hofland, H. Schwan, W. Stenmans, A. Müller, H. Sumser, and T. Hörren. 2017. More than 
75 percent decline over 27 years in total flying insect biomass in protected areas. PloS one 12:e0185809; Møller, A. P. 2019. Parallel declines in 
abundance of insects and insectivorous birds in Denmark over 22 years. Ecology and Evolution 9:6581-6587; Sánchez-Bayo, F., and K. A. 
Wyckhuys. 2019. Worldwide decline of the entomofauna: A review of its drivers. Biological Conservation 232:8-27. 



   
 

   
 

• 8 species of native bees are considered at risk in Canada2 and the population of the monarch 
butterfly has declined by 75% in North America 

407 ETR continues to work towards its target of a 25 per cent reduction to greenhouse gas emissions by 
2030. Learn more about the Company’s environment, social and governance (ESG) at 407etr.com. 

About 407 ETR 
Highway 407 ETR is an all-electronic open-access toll highway located in the Greater Toronto Area in 
Ontario, Canada. The highway spans 108 kilometres from Burlington in the west to Pickering in the east. 

407 International Inc. is the sole shareholder of 407 ETR and is owned by: 

• Canada Pension Plan Investment Board (CPP Investments) through indirectly-owned subsidiaries 
(50.01%); 

• Cintra Global S.E. which is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Ferrovial S.A. (43.23%); and 
• SNC-Lavalin (6.76%). 

 
Follow us on social media: 

Twitter 
Facebook 

Instagram 
LinkedIn YouTube

 
 
About the Canadian Wildlife Federation 
The Canadian Wildlife Federation is a national, not-for-profit charitable organization dedicated to 
conserving Canada’s wildlife and habitats for the use and enjoyment of all. By spreading knowledge of 
human impacts on wildlife and the environment, carrying out actions to conserve and restore species 
and habitats, developing and delivering conservation education programs, advocating for changes to 
government policy and programs, and co-operating with like-minded partners, CWF encourages a future 
in which Canadians can live in harmony with nature. For more information, visit 
CanadianWildlifeFederation.ca. 

For further information:  
 
MEDIA CONTACTS: 407 ETR Media Relations, media@407etr.com, 416-706-1861; Heather Robison, 
Media and Community Relations Officer, Canadian Wildlife Federation, heatherr@cwf-fcf.org, 613-599-
9594 x 212 or media@cwf-fcf.org 

 
2 See COSEWIC http://cosewic.ca/index.php/en-ca/  


